
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9607October 10, 2000
has grown to more than 90% of the U.S. cot-
ton crop. This legislation would extend the
electronic warehouse receipts program to in-
clude all agriculture commodities covered by
the U.S. Warehouse Act.

This legislation has been negotiated with the
United States Department of Agriculture and
the relevant industries. It provides for a con-
sistent inspection of grains and the ability to
utilize electronic receipts and documents for
all major commodities, which will foster more
reliable, competitive and efficient commerce
within the agricultural sector.

In summary Mr. Speaker, this legislation will
bring grain inspection and the use of ware-
house facilities into the 21st century, all at no
net cost to the taxpayer. I urge my colleagues
to support this timely and important piece of
legislation.

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker I have
no further requests for time. I encour-
age Members to support the bill, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BARRETT of Nebraska. Mr.
Speaker, I have no further requests for
time, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
BARRETT) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4788, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read:

‘‘A bill to amend the United States Grain
Standards Act to extend the authority of the
Secretary of Agriculture to collect fees to
cover the cost of services performed under
that Act, extend the authorization of appro-
priations for that Act, and improve the ad-
ministration of that Act, to reenact the
United States Warehouse Act to require the
licensing and inspection of warehouses used
to store agricultural products and provide
for the issuance of receipts, including elec-
tronic receipts, for agricultural products
stored or handled in licensed warehouses,
and for other purposes.’’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BARRETT of Nebraska. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks on H.R. 4788, the bill just
passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RYAN of Wisconsin). Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Nebraska?

There was no objection.
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SECURE RURAL SCHOOLS AND
COMMUNITY SELF-DETERMINA-
TION ACT OF 2000

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and concur
in the Senate amendment to the bill

(H.R. 2389) to restore stability and pre-
dictability to the annual payments
made to States and counties con-
taining National Forest System lands
and public domain lands managed by
the Bureau of Land Management for
use by the counties for the benefit of
public schools, roads, and other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read as follows:
Senate amendment:
Strike out all after the enacting clause and

insert:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-
Determination Act of 2000’’.

(b) Table of Contents.—The table of contents
of this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Findings and purposes.
Sec. 3. Definitions.
Sec. 4. Conforming amendment.

TITLE I—SECURE PAYMENTS FOR STATES
AND COUNTIES CONTAINING FEDERAL
LANDS

Sec. 101. Determination of full payment amount
for eligible States and counties.

Sec. 102. Payments to States from National For-
est Service lands for use by coun-
ties to benefit public education
and transportation.

Sec. 103. Payments to counties from Bureau of
Land Management lands for use
to benefit public safety, law en-
forcement, education, and other
public purposes.

TITLE II—SPECIAL PROJECTS ON FEDERAL
LANDS

Sec. 201. Definitions.
Sec. 202. General limitation on use of project

funds.
Sec. 203. Submission of project proposals.
Sec. 204. Evaluation and approval of projects

by Secretary concerned.
Sec. 205. Resource advisory committees.
Sec. 206. Use of project funds.
Sec. 207. Availability of project funds.
Sec. 208. Termination of authority.

TITLE III—COUNTY PROJECTS

Sec. 301. Definitions.
Sec. 302. Use of county funds.
Sec. 303. Termination of authority.

TITLE IV—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Sec. 401. Authorization of appropriations.
Sec. 402. Treatment of funds and revenues.
Sec. 403. Regulations.
Sec. 404. Conforming amendments.

TITLE V—MINERAL REVENUE PAYMENTS
CLARIFICATION

Sec. 501. Short title.
Sec. 502. Findings.
Sec. 503. Amendment of the Mineral Leasing

Act.

TITLE VI—COMMUNITY FOREST
RESTORATION

Sec. 601. Short title.
Sec. 602. Findings.
Sec. 603. Purposes.
Sec. 604. Definitions.
Sec. 605. Establishment of program.
Sec. 606. Selection process.
Sec. 607. Monitoring and evaluation.
Sec. 608. Report.
Sec. 609. Authorization of appropriations.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) The National Forest System, which is man-
aged by the United States Forest Service, was
established in 1907 and has grown to include ap-
proximately 192,000,000 acres of Federal lands.

(2) The public domain lands known as re-
vested Oregon and California Railroad grant
lands and the reconveyed Coos Bay Wagon
Road grant lands, which are managed predomi-
nantly by the Bureau of Land Management
were returned to Federal ownership in 1916 and
1919 and now comprise approximately 2,600,000
acres of Federal lands.

(3) Congress recognized that, by its decision to
secure these lands in Federal ownership, the
counties in which these lands are situated
would be deprived of revenues they would other-
wise receive if the lands were held in private
ownership.

(4) These same counties have expended public
funds year after year to provide services, such
as education, road construction and mainte-
nance, search and rescue, law enforcement,
waste removal, and fire protection, that directly
benefit these Federal lands and people who use
these lands.

(5) To accord a measure of compensation to
the affected counties for the critical services
they provide to both county residents and visi-
tors to these Federal lands, Congress determined
that the Federal Government should share with
these counties a portion of the revenues the
United States receives from these Federal lands.

(6) Congress enacted in 1908 and subsequently
amended a law that requires that 25 percent of
the revenues derived from National Forest Sys-
tem lands be paid to States for use by the coun-
ties in which the lands are situated for the ben-
efit of public schools and roads.

(7) Congress enacted in 1937 and subsequently
amended a law that requires that 75 percent of
the revenues derived from the revested and re-
conveyed grant lands be paid to the counties in
which those lands are situated to be used as are
other county funds, of which 50 percent is to be
used as other county funds.

(8) For several decades primarily due to the
growth of the Federal timber sale program,
counties dependent on and supportive of these
Federal lands received and relied on increasing
shares of these revenues to provide funding for
schools and road maintenance.

(9) In recent years, the principal source of
these revenues, Federal timber sales, has been
sharply curtailed and, as the volume of timber
sold annually from most of the Federal lands
has decreased precipitously, so too have the rev-
enues shared with the affected counties.

(10) This decline in shared revenues has af-
fected educational funding and road mainte-
nance for many counties.

(11) In the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation
Act of 1993, Congress recognized this trend and
ameliorated its adverse consequences by pro-
viding an alternative annual safety net pay-
ment to 72 counties in Oregon, Washington, and
northern California in which Federal timber
sales had been restricted or prohibited by ad-
ministrative and judicial decisions to protect the
northern spotted owl.

(12) The authority for these particular safety
net payments is expiring and no comparable au-
thority has been granted for alternative pay-
ments to counties elsewhere in the United States
that have suffered similar losses in shared reve-
nues from the Federal lands and in the funding
for schools and roads those revenues provide.

(13) There is a need to stabilize education and
road maintenance funding through predictable
payments to the affected counties, job creation
in those counties, and other opportunities asso-
ciated with restoration, maintenance, and stew-
ardship of Federal lands.

(14) Both the Forest Service and the Bureau
of Land Management face significant backlogs
in infrastructure maintenance and ecosystem
restoration that are difficult to address through
annual appropriations.

(15) There is a need to build new, and
strengthen existing, relationships and to im-
prove management of public lands and waters.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act are
as follows:
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